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Amputation during spreading Gangrene. [Extract of a letter to the 
Editor from U. S. Thomas, M. D., of Longview, Tenn.j 

In reading the review of the work of Chelius, in the January Num¬ 
ber of the Journal, I discover that I can furnish a fact bearing on a dispute 
between that author and his translator, Mr. South, which is at your ser¬ 
vice. Some years back, a Mr. Garner, while driving a wagon, was thrown 
from his horse and dragged some distance, producing a compound disloca¬ 
tion of his ankle, and a slight fracture of the end of the tibia. The parts 
were adjusted, but mortification took place. When it had reached the 
knee, and was still progressing, Drs. Cooper and McDaniel, of Clarks¬ 
ville, were called in consultation. The whole of the thigh was emphy¬ 
sematous, and supposing that it indicated commencing gangrene, we were 
much embarrassed in coming to any decision. We supposed that the 
mortification would be fatal if not arrested, and doubted the propriety of 
cutting through a part with incipient gangrene. We finally concluded 
that the circumstances justified amputation. The limb was removed above 
the knee, and the man recovered without a bad symptom. 

Congenital Enlargement of the Kidney. [Extract of a letter from 
Dr. G. J. Fisher of Mechlinburgh, N. Y., to Dr. Charles Woodward.] 

Mrs. B-, after a somewhat tedious labour, gave birth to a living male 

child, at the full period of gestation; weighing seven and a half pounds. 
It presented nothing externally, calculated to attract attention, save an unu¬ 
sual enlargement of the abdomen. It lived but a few minutes after its 
extrusion from the uterus. On post-mortem examination, the renal organs 
were found of the usual form and colour, but measuring four and a half 
inches in length, and two in breadth. The weight of the right was five 
ounces, that of the left five ounces, five drachms, and eleven grains. The 
testes were in the abdomen below the kidneys. The bladder contained 
one and a half ounces of fluid. 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 

Report of the principal facts connected with a fatal case of Chloroform Inhalation, which 
occurred in Cincinnati. —The subject of the following report, Mrs. Martha G. Sim¬ 
mons, was at the time of her decease, thirty-five years and ten months old. Her 
husband states that she generally enjoyed excellent health; sometimes she was 
“ nervous,” and suffered occasionally with neuralgic pains about the face, and 
pain in the ear; apparently arising from decayed teeth. She also suffered at times 
from !: 8ick headache.” She was the mother of six children, five of whom are 
still living; her last accouchement occurred eight weeks previous to her death. 
Nothing unusual occurred, eiiher at the time of parturition or subsequently; her 
health remained good, and the ordinary quantity of milk was secreted. 

On the 23d of February, she dined at a quarter past 12 o’clock, and after dinner 
walked to a dentist’s, a distance of about three-fourths of a mile, for the purpose 
of having some roots of teeth extracted. She ariived at the dentist’s 15 minutes 
before 3 o’clock, appeared slightly flushed from the exercise of walking, but exhi¬ 
bited no alarm on account of inhaling the chloroform. 

At 3 o’clock, 15 minutes after her arrival, Mrs. S. commenced inhaling chloro¬ 
form. Mrs. Pearson and Mrs. Cross, two female friends, were present, and report 
the following as the events which occurred: The respiratory movements appeared 
to be free—chest heaving. While inhaling, the face became pale. At the expiration 
of about one minute, the instruments were applied, and four roots of teeth extracted. 
The patient groaned, and manifested what they regarded as evidences of pain, 
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while ihe teelh were being extracted, although she did not speak, or exhibit any 
other sign of consciousness. As Ihe last root came out—which was about two 
minutes from the beginning of the inhalation—palient’s head turned to one side, 
arms became slightly rigid, body drawn somewhat backwards, with a tendency 
to slide from the operating chair. At this instant, Mrs. Pearson slates that she 
placed her finger upon the patient’s pulse, observed that it was feeble and imme¬ 
diately ceased to beat; respiration also ceased about the same time. The face, 
which was previously pale, now became livid, as also did the finger nails; the 
lower jaw dropped, and the tongue projected a little at one corner of the mouth, 
and the arms were perfectly relaxed. The females regarded her as being then 
quite dead. Efforts were made to resuscitate the patient—ammonia was applied 
to the nostrils, cold water dashed in the face, mustard, brandy, &c., applied. The 
patient was now removed from the operating chair and laid on a sofa; but she 
did not breathe, nor exhibit any sign of life, after being placed in the recumbent 
position. 

Messrs. Meredith and Sexton, the dentists who operated in the above case, make 
the following statement:—The patient took the chloroform vapour from Morton’s 
inhaler; it contained a sponge (perhaps one-third filling the class globe of 4J 
inches diameter), saturated with the liquid ; to this 25 drops more were added when 
the patient began inhaling. Breathing at first slow; inhaled 12 or 15 times, occupy¬ 
ing from a minute to 75 seconds. One of the dentists thinks she remained about 
ten minutes in the operating chair, and that life was not extinct until the end of 
that time; the other estimates the time at Jive minutes. One says he does not know 
whether she breathed after being laid on the sola or not; the other thinks she did 
not. * * * 

After the patient was laid on the sofa, medical aid was sought, and Dr. A. H. 
Baker was the first physician who arrived ; this was probably thirty minutes after 
respiration had ceased. He immediately pronounced her dead, but proceeded to 
employ vigorous measures for resuscitation. The principal means employed con¬ 
sisted in artificial respiration, electro-magnetism, and external stimulants. Prof. 
Locke applied electro-magnetism, which caused active muscular contraction, but 
no evident effect on the heart. About an hour after the accident, Profs. Mussey 
and Lawson arrived, and aided in the further employment of the means above 
specified. Not the slightest sign of life was manifested after the arrival of Dr. 
Baker; the heart did not respond to the electricity, and the only change produced 
was some slight removal of the lividity of the countenance by the artificial respi¬ 
ration. 

The post-mortem examination was made twenty-six hours after death. Present— 
Drs. Mussey, Lawson, Baker, and Mulford. 

Examination by Dr. Lawson. Record by Dr. Mussey. 

External appearances. —Lips livid, but face pale; bloody froth issuing from the 
mouth. Anterior surface of body and limbs free from discoloration, but posteriorly 
the skin presented a deep livid hue. Cornea dull and flaccid, and a dull-red ho¬ 
rizontal belt extended across each eye, corresponding to the part which was un¬ 
protected by the lids; this belt was one-tenth of an inch in diameter, and made 
its appearance a few hours after death. Limbs quite rigid. Abdomen distended 
with gas. Patient rather muscular; weight probably from 140 to 150 pounds; hair 
dark : eyes dark brown; temperament sanguineo-bilious. 

Brain. —Integuments coutained but little blood. On removing the upper part of 
the skull, a larger quantity of blood than usual flowed from the vessels of the dura 
mater. Superficial vessels of the brain moderately distended; tw o or three ounces 
of fluid blood, intermixed with bubbles of air, flowed from the sinuses of the dura 
mater. General aspect, colour, and consistence of the brain normal. 

Lungs. —Considerably but not intensely congested; crepitated freely at all points; 
no extravasation. Lining membrane of bronchia slightly congested, apparently 
the result of recent catarrh; deeply stained by the blood. Pleura at all points 
highly injected; six drachms bloody serum in the right,and two ounces in the left 
chest. 

Heart and large Blood-Vessels. —Pericardium contained six drachms of bloody 
serum. Heart flaccid, and all its cavities entirely empty ; inner surlace of both ven¬ 
tricles and auricles deeply stained. Aorta and pulmonary artery empty; no blood 
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in the cava within the chest, and a very small quantity in the part which lies 
within the abdomen; indeed, so small was the amount that it could riot be appre¬ 
ciated until the vessel was opened. Lining membrane of all the blood-vessels 
deeply stained. 

Abdomen. —One ounce and a half of bloody serum in the right hypochondrium. 
Stomach and intestines distended with gas. Partially digested aliment amount¬ 
ing to about three gills, was found in the stomach. Liver paler than natural, 
aiising from the absence of blood ; kidney considerably engorged. No marks of 
previous disease in any of the abdominal organs. Uterus and bladder normal; 
the former exhibited the usual condition of the organ two months after delivery. 

Blood. —Fluid as water in every part of the body; not a coagulum was seen in 
any vessel. Examined with the microscope, the globules appeared altered some¬ 
what in form; some were irregular in shape, and they seemed generally dis¬ 
tended and more globular than is normal ; they were also somewhat fragmentary, 
a part apparently having been ruptured; their number seemed somewhat dimin¬ 
ished. The colour, in every part of the system, was that of dark venous blood. 

Sympathetic nerve. —The sympathetic nerve, together with its larger ganglia, in¬ 
cluding the semilunar ganglion, presented a natural colour. 

The Chloroform used. — The specific gravity of the chloroform employed was found 
to be 1-3. It contained some alcohol, but upon the whole is regarded as a fair 
article; it was the same which the dentists hatl previously used in numerous cases 
without any unpleasant results.— The Western Lancet and Hospital Reporter, March, 
1848. 

Inhalation of Sulphuric Ether in Traumatic Tetanus. By T. L. Ogier, M. D. 
(Southern Journal of Medicine and Pharmacy, Nov. 1847.) The subject of this case 
was a man 36 years of age, in whom tetanus was produced by a wound in the 
palm of the hand by a splinter; rigidity of the jaws commenced on the fourth 
day, and the next day, in addition to other remedies, the ether was administered 
by inhalation, and was continued at intervals during the progress of the case. 
The ether seems to have lessened the violence and frequency of the spasms; but 
did not arrest a fatal termination, which occurred on the 11th day. 

Removal of a Foreign Body from the Duct, of Wharton. —The entrance of a 
foreign body into the duct of Wharton, is so very rare an accident, that the follow¬ 
ing example of it, recorded by Dr. H F. Campbell, in the Southern Med. and 
Surg. Journ., March, 1848, is worthy of notice. 

“Julia, a nurse, aged 14 years, while engaged at work, with a pin in her 
month, felt pain under the tongue and endeavoured to remove the pin, but on 
feeling for it could only find the point protruding at the side of the freenum linguae. 
Her efforts to extract it by the point caused it entirely to disappear: becoming 
alarmed, she called for assistance. On examination, there could not be seen the 
least trace of any foreign body whatever: she said that “ the pin was under her 
tongue, and had gotten into the flesh head-foremost/’ It gave her no pain, except 
when disturbed with the fingers; the orifice of the Whartonian duct was patulous, 
and some saliva was flowing from it. On applying the finger to the floor of the 
mouih,the pin could easily be felt near to the base of the lower jaw—though from 
the distance to which the head had proceeded towards the crecal extremities of 
this duct, it was impossible to protrude it by applying pressure from behind, and 
further, from the handling to which the parts had been subjected, the point had 
been pushed out of the direction by which it entered, and having pierced the side 
of the duct, was resting on the alveolar process. It was very movable, and re¬ 
ceded on the slightest pressure. 

Failing of its removal by manipulation, the following method was adopted :— 
Its exact situation being ascertained, the object together with the parts surround¬ 
ing it, was seized by the fore-finger of the left hand in the mouth and the thumb 
in the digastric region, and pressed outward against the.inner surface of the lower 
jaw under the alveolar projection ; a tenaculum was then introduced from within 
outward through the mucous membrane, (avoiding the situation of the gustatory 
nerve which near this place crosses the duct,) so as to enclose the duct and hold 
the pin fixed; on elevating the tenaculum, the point of the pin became prominent 



